
                   MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

World Vaccine Congress in Lyon, France, to Report on Strategies 
Against Diseases that are now Preventable but Continue to Give Rise to 

High Death Rates in Developing Countries 
 

From October 11-13, Leaders in Immunization and Vaccine Research to Consider 
Barriers to Immunizing World’s Children; Explore Other Vaccines  

for Preventing, Treating Cancer, Anthrax, Flu 
 
WHAT:  Leading experts from around the world--international public health officials, national 

government officials and CEOs of vaccine manufacturers—will meet at the World 
Vaccine Congress in Lyon, where they will report on efforts to develop, deliver, and 
finance vaccines for children in the world’s poorest countries. Participants will also 
review the latest findings disputing a link between autism and MMR.  Research from 
scientists who are working on vaccines to address HIV, influenza, meningitis, anthrax, 
and melanoma and other cancers will also be presented. 

 
WHEN:  11-13 October 2004 
 
WHERE:  Palais des Congrès de Lyon, 50 quai Charles de Gaulle, Lyon   
 
WHO:  Carol Bellamy, UNICEF 

Jacques-François Martin, The Vaccine Fund/Global Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunization (GAVI) 
William Egan, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
Cyrus Poonwalla, The Serum Institute of India 
Marc Girard, Fondation Merieux 

 
WHY: With 30 million children worldwide lacking access to life-saving vaccines, speakers at 

the conference will show that, with increased political will and funds, success is within 
reach—as demonstrated through the work of public-private partnerships such as the 
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI). The Lyon conference will also 
focus on questions concerning health problems that more directly affect industrialized 
countries: 

 
• What new technology holds the key to scaling up production of flu vaccine, 

at a time of growing demand and fear of new and dangerous strains? 
• How close are researchers to developing vaccines for treating melanoma, 

colon and breast cancers? 
• What is the hope for the next generation of HIV/AIDS vaccines?  
• What method might researchers propose to ensure complete protection 

against an inhaled form of anthrax? 
 

For information, contact: 
 
Coimbra Sirica      Jean-Pierre Le Calvez     Anne Winter 
Tel: +1 631 757 4027     Tel: +33 4 72 56 45 06      Tel: +41 22 909 5449 
Email: csirica@burnesscommunications.com  Email: jplecalvez@vaccinefund.org  Email: awinter@unicef.org 


